
“Please feel free to use the 
restrooms or get a drink 
anytime you need to.”



On
Burglary Prevention 

and Target
Hardening



No matter how well you prepare, it is 
virtually impossible to stop a person who 

is committed to an idea.

The following concepts, if put into 
practice and become habit, will deter the 
average criminal from making you, your 
home, and your neighborhood victims.





What is a burglary and who are the 
offenders. 

How to avoid being a victim.

Residential Target hardening.



Pa Crimes Code Section 3502 (a)

Enters a building or occupied structure, or 
separately secured or occupied portion 

thereof

Intent to commit a crime therein





Actors and Co-Conspirators
 Get away driver, look outs, accomplices

Criminal Attempt-If you try and fail, 
punishment is still the same

Only People INTENDING to commit 
crime with in the structure



The average burglar doesn’t plan a 
precision heist like you see in the 
Hollywood movies. They don’t wrap 
themselves in harnesses and repel down 
ropes from the skylights while spraying a 
special luminary spray to detect laser 
beams. 



Hollywood would have us 
believe all burglars are 

professional, highly organized 
do business in a manor which 

has style and flare. 



The average thief is far less sophisticated.

Their approach and methods are basic. 

Learned from trial and error and/or from 
their associates in crime. 





With rare exceptions, burglars and 
thieves are opportunist, not planners. 
They can quickly size up a potential 
target while driving through a 
neighborhood and then will make a 
quick decision whether a home offers a 
favorable conditions for a break-in. 



 A very common type of burglary is the 
“knocking burglar”. 

 He will drive around a neighborhood looking for 
a type of home he feels will offer a quick and 
easy reward. 

 This burglar will knock or ring the front door in 
broad daylight while most people are at work. 
Walking up to the front door and knocking 
doesn’t arouse the suspicion of any onlookers 
and reveals if the house is empty.

 When nobody answers the door he forces open 
the front door, side door, service door into a 
garage or maybe a basement window. 





 After the burglar 
determines “the 
coast is clear” he 
will try to open the 
door hoping it is 
unlocked.  Too many 
times this is the case. 
If the door is locked 
a quick shoulder or 
a kick usually 
splinters the frame 
and the door will 
give way. 



 If the front door is sturdy and resist the 
burglar attempts will quickly abandon 
that point of entry but may not leave.. Yet! 

He knows nobody is home and no alarm 
has yet to sound.  He will then try a side 
or back door.  Service doors and rear 
doors are often less sturdy and many 
time offer more concealment. 





 If the intruder cannot 
make entry into the home 
within two or three 
minutes he will more often 
than not move on. 

 Each second he spends 
attempting to break in is 
one more second to jail.

 In 2010, the North Cornwall 
Twp Police responded to 
approximately 300 alarms in 
the township.  The response 
time to those call averaged 
just over 5 minutes.



2009 Uniform Crime Report:
• 54,519 burglaries reported (149 per day)
• Just under 10,000 arrests were made for burglary
• 89% of burglary suspects were males
• 74% of the suspects were white
• 58% of the suspects were under the age of 25

THE AVERAGE DOLLAR AMOUNT STOLEN:
$1820.00

Information from Pa State Police 2009 UCR



People who are opportunists

Predominantly white males under the age of 25 
years old

Commonly persons addicted to illegal drugs or 
drugs not prescribed to that person

QUESTION:  What role does the economical 
status of the United States play in the 

commission of crimes?

Only Time Will Tell!





Target Hardening 



What is Target Hardening?

Target Hardening is:

Strengthening the security of a residence, 
business, or vehicle in order to reduce or minimize 
the risk of attack or theft.  

It is widely considered that a strong, visible 
defense will deter or delay an attack.



Why Target Hardening is important?

•Most criminals are opportunists

• Looking for easy targets

• Goal is to avoid detection or Apprehension



Fundamental steps to effective Target 

Hardening:

1.Accept Responsibility.

2.Think like your enemy.

3.Take action.



Accept Responsibility:

Your safety begins and ends with you.
"Others can choose to make you a target; only you 

can choose to be a victim." 

Having a ‘victor’ mentality makes you safer because it  
allows you to live life filled with awareness, 
confidence, fulfillment, and empowerment.



Fundamental steps to effective Target 
Hardening:

1.Accept Responsibility.

2.Think like your enemy.

3.Take action.



Think Like Your Enemy:

If you were the subject looking to break into 
your home, or attack you how would you do it? 

Where is your home most vulnerable? Where are 
you and your family most vulnerable? This is 

about preparation, not paranoia. Target 
Hardening starts with the proper mindset.



Fundamental steps to effective Target 
Hardening:

1.Accept Responsibility.

2.Think like your enemy.

3.Take action.



Take Action:

Taking the necessary steps to ensure you are mentally 
and physically prepared.

Assess the situation, determine what causes you 
concern and take action to change the things within 

your control.



Target hardening strategies for 
your home and/or business 

include:



#1.

Adequate internal and external lighting 
including motion sensor lights strategically 
placed on the exterior of your home and on 

timers.



Lighting Options:



#2.
Adequate locks and security 

measures on all access points:
Good quality deadbolts with sufficient throw in the 

bolt to avoid the door being easily forced open. 
Proper locks on all windows and security bars on all 

basement windows.  Consider having a quality alarm 
system installed in your home that allows for the 

arming of the doors and windows but also has motion 
sensor capabilities.



Locks:



Alarm Systems & Signage:



#4. Eliminating potential hiding 
places or blind spots on the exterior of 

the premise:

Walk around your home both in 
daylight and low light conditions and 

become aware of hiding spots or 
blind spots created by trees, bushes, 
fences, hedges sheds, vehicles, etc. 





Exterior Considerations
Shrubs can be a great 

deterrent, but keep 
them low enough so 
burglars can’t hide 

behind them.

Try the three by six foot 
rule.  Shrubs no higher 

than three feet in 
height and trees pruned 
six feet off the ground.



Fencing and Privacy Considerations



Some Other Considerations



Network with neighbors 
so that they know you 
and the members of 

your family. If there is a 
specific threat make 

them aware of 
potential persons or 
vehicles to be on the 

lookout for.



If they get in……

Force them into a “treasure hunt”.  Don’t keep 
all valuables stored together.

Don’t put valuables in obvious places.  Make 
good use of safes and lock boxes.

Use a hollowed out book, fake outlet, or other 
inconspicuous locations to secure your 
precious items and belongings.



Help Us…Help You

Create a single list of all the serial, make, and 
model numbers of expensive items.  Store this 
list in a safe place.

Etch your name and address or OLN on 
valuables like your TV and stereo.

Video record or photograph each room to 
provide proof as to what was in the room.



Before you go on vacation

Tell a trusted neighbor or friend where you are 
going, for how long, and how to contact you in 
case of emergency.

Have the mail and newspaper stop delivery until 
you return from your trip.

Request a house check from the Police by phone or  
at WWW.NCTOWN.ORG



Contact the Police 
and let us know 

about 
suspicious 
persons or 

vehicles in your 
neighborhood.

Contact the NCTPD at 717-274-0464 or Dial 911
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